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Notice
No liability is accepted for any costs claims or losses arising from the use of this document, or any part
thereof, for any purpose other than that which it has specifically been prepared. This document does
not purport to provide legal advice.
The information and advice which Geckoella has provided has been produced using all reasonable
skill and care and prepared in accordance with the Chartered Institute of Ecology and Environmental
Management’s Code of Professional Conduct. The opinions expressed are our true and professional
bon fide opinions.
Please be aware that a report of this nature can only provide a snapshot of the site's ecological
importance. The survey results and any recommendations contained within this report will remain valid
for two years following the date of survey, assuming no significant change in the site.
Geckoella Ltd.
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Summary
This report details a survey of the plant communities on the Woodland Trust reserve, Beacon Hill Wood
carried out on 17th May 2019, and comprised a Phase 1 Habitat Survey and an assessment of the
conservation value of the woodland, including for protected and notable species.
Beacon Hill Wood is located on the Old Frome Road, Ashwick, Mendip, Somerset. Ordnance Survey
Grid Reference: ST 63870 45921.
Beacon Hill Wood is a woodland plantation with ponds, shallow seasonal pools and wet flushes,
remnant hedgebanks, tumuli and other archaeological features. The majority of the woodland tree
canopy is dominated by Common Beech Fagus sylvatica – including a central area of semi-natural
woodland near the beacon feature characterised by beech veterans. There is also an area along the
upper southern boundary where Sycamore Acer pseudoplatanus is the canopy dominant.
The dense tree canopy restricts light to the ground, and for this reason the ground flora is often sparse
and there are large areas dominated by bare ground or leaf litter. There are small patches of open
habitat with ground flora responding to brighter areas - such as a semi-open ride along the Fosse Way
where it crosses the southernmost boundary, and open areas associated with the beacon site where
beech veterans dominate, with potentially acid grassland / dwarf heathland. Small areas of
unimproved acid grassland are associated with relict hedgebanks to the western boundary, and the
southern long boundary bank, sometimes with Bilberry Vaccinium myrtillus (a heathland indicator) and
often mixed with typical woodland ground flora species such as Bluebell Hyacinthoides non-scripta or
Honeysuckle Lonicera periclymenum, and with scattered scrub.
Ground conditions range from dry rocky exposures such as along the steep southern slope, and thin
soils such as at tracks or raised earthworks, to wet flushes - sometimes also on thin soils, as well as areas
of deep beech leaf litter with sparse ground flora.
Overall, the biodiversity value of Beacon Hill Wood is relatively low as compared to other woodland
habitats. The dense plantation canopy restricts light to the shrub and ground flora layers, leading to
poor structural diversity and a restricted variety of ecological conditions across the site. Notable
features that are present include veteran trees, occasional vegetation communities typical of acid
and thin soils, bluebell communities, seasonal wet flushes and pools, relict hedgebanks and other
earthwork features. Many of these features are likely to also support protected species such as bats,
breeding birds and reptiles.
The woodland includes part of a Local Geological Site, cultural heritage features including earthworks,
and as a freely accessible site, it is a place where people can enjoy wildlife, views, geology and
culture.
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1.

Introduction

1.1

Report scope and approach

1.1.1

This report has been prepared by Geckoella Ltd for the Woodland Trust. It provides the
details of an ecological survey of Beacon Hill Wood. The purpose of the survey was to
provide a repeatable benchmark for habitat monitoring, by mapping the main habitats
(broad plant communities).

1.1.2

The land is owned and managed by the Woodland Trust.

1.1.3

A survey of the site was carried out by suitably qualified and experienced ecologists
(Cath Shellswell, Jason Ball MCIEEM). The survey area covered the whole site as shown
on the map below (Figure 2).

1.2

Site description and location

1.2.1

Beacon Hill Wood is located on land at OS Grid Reference ST 63870 45921 - off the Old
Frome Road, Ashwick, Mendip, Somerset (Figure 1). The site is predominantly beech
woodland plantation, bordered by farmland, in the foothills of the Mendip Hills (National
Character Area 141). The gently sloped topography (overall) of the northern part of the
site contrasts with steep slope features along the southern side of the woodland, which
give way to gentle slopes at the lower, south-western section.

1.2.2

Beacon Hill Wood forms part of Local Geology Site ST64/505 (Robinson 2018) and the
Beacon Hill geology primarily comprises Upper Devonian sandstones and conglomerates,
above Silurian volcanic tuff and andesite (transition at the base of southern steep slopes).

1.2.3

The site is adjacent to Lapwing Farm Field, Local Wildlife Site number ST64/45, an area of
semi-improved grassland and marshy areas (Barber & Denovan-Smith, 1993) located at
the western bank boundary of Beacon Hill Wood.

www.geckoella.co.uk
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Figure 1: Site location plan
The location of the site is indicated by the red polygon. (Source: The Woodland Trust.)
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Figure 2: Site plan
The site boundary is indicated in red. (Source: The Woodland Trust.)
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2.

Methodology

2.1

Survey area

2.1.1

The survey area comprised approximately 19ha (hectares) within the red line boundary
shown in Figure 2 above.

2.2

Background information

2.2.1

The Woodland Trust provided the results of a Somerset Environmental Records Centre
(SERC) data search; in addition to past survey reports (Barber & Denovan-Smith, 1993;
(Robinson 2018; Smith, C.J. 2002). The data was provided to inform the survey team. This
report refers to but does not include this background desk survey data.

2.3

Phase 1 Habitat Survey

2.3.1

An assessment was made of all areas of vegetation within the site based on the
standardised Phase 1 Habitat Survey methodology (Joint Nature Conservation
Committee, 2010) with additional detailed notes. This involved a walkover survey to
identify broad vegetation types, which were then classified against Phase 1 habitat types,
where appropriate. A list of characteristic plant species for each vegetation type was
also compiled. Target notes were used to record any habitats or features of particular
interest and any sightings, signs or evidence of protected or notable fauna, or any
potential habitats suitable for such species. Relative abundance of plant species was
estimated using DAFOR scale with the following codes: D = Dominant (over 70%); A =
Abundant (30-70%); F = Frequent (10-30%; O = Occasional (3-10%); R = Rare (1-3%).

2.4

Characterisation

2.4.1

An assessment was made of the tree canopy and shrub layers, and the ground flora
habitat assemblages.

2.4.2

The range of ground layer vegetation was mapped as more or less distinct zones of plant
communities – including areas typical of woodland, hedgebanks, footpaths and
intermediate habitat areas, and large areas dominated by bare ground or leaf litter.

2.4.3

Relative abundance of plant species was estimated using the DAFOR scale with the
following codes: D = Dominant (over 70%); A = Abundant (30-70%); F = Frequent (10-30%;
O = Occasional (3-10%); R = Rare (1-3%).

2.5

Protected and notable species

2.5.1

During the survey, incidental records were made of protected species and notable
species, together with an assessment of their potential within the woodland.

2.6

Surveyors and dates for survey

2.6.1

Experienced ecologists, Jason Ball and Cath Shellswell carried out the survey on 17th May
2019. This is during the peak season for important woodland ground flora

www.geckoella.co.uk

8

Table 1: Details of survey personnel and equipment
Date

Activity

Personnel

Experience / Licence

Equipment
used

17/05/2019

Habitat Survey

Jason Ball
MCIEEM.

FISC Level 4 certificate.

Hand lens,
iPad, Garmin
GPS.

Full member of the Chartered
Institute for Ecology and
Environmental Management
(CIEEM).
NE bat license

17/05/2019

Habitat Survey

Cath
Shellswell.

Experienced botanist

Hand lens.

NE bat license
NE Dormouse license

2.7

Survey limitations

2.7.1

There were no significant constraints to survey. However, ecological surveys are generally
limited due to the fact that plants and animals may only be present at particular times of
year or times of the day. Any field survey will not therefore provide a complete list of plants
and animals, and the absence of evidence of any particular species should not be taken
as conclusive proof that the species is not present or that it will not be present in the future.
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3.

Survey Results

3.1

Site Description
Photographs of the site are provided in Appendix 1.

3.1.1

Beacon Hill Wood is predominantly a beech woodland plantation, with ponds and open areas with
dwarf heath / acid grassland character associated with the beacon site, tumuli and other
archaeological features.

3.1.2

The majority of the woodland tree canopy is dominated by Common Beech Fagus sylvatica –
including central open areas of semi-natural woodland near the beacon feature characterised by
beech veterans. There is also an area along the upper southern boundary where Sycamore Acer
pseudoplatanus is the canopy dominant.

3.1.3

The boundary banks at the western and southern edges of the site (approximately 0.5m tall, 1.5m2m wide)are likely remnant hedge banks – indicated by the (sparse) presence shrub/tree species
typical of hedgerows e.g. Hawthorn Crataegus monogyna, Field Maple Acer campestris, Common
Ash Fraxinus excelsior.

3.1.4

Dense tree canopy under beech restricts light to the ground across much of the site. For this reason,
the ground flora is often sparse and there are large areas dominated by bare ground or leaf litter.
There are small patches of open habitat with ground flora responding to brighter areas - such as a
semi-open ride along the Fosse Way where it crosses the southernmost boundary, and open areas
associated with the beacon site where beech veterans dominate, with potentially acid grassland /
dwarf heathland.

3.1.5

Ground conditions range from dry rocky exposures such as along the steep southern slope, and thin
soils such as at tracks or raised earthworks, to wet flushes (sometimes also on thin soils), and to deep
beech leaf litter.

3.2

Habitat Types and Zonation

3.2.1

The following Phase One habitat classifications were recorded:
• A1.1.1 - Broadleaved woodland - semi-natural
• A1.1.2 - Broadleaved woodland – plantation
• A1.3.1 - Mixed woodland - semi-natural
• A1.3.2 - Mixed woodland – plantation
• A2.2 – Scrub – scattered
• G1.2 – Standing water – mesotrophic

3.2.2

The survey results have been mapped out into different zones of vegetation character.
Please refer to the two maps below:
• Habitat Map 1 - Tree Canopy and Shrub Layer;
• Habitat Map 2 - Ground Flora.

3.2.3

Tree Canopy and Shrub Layer Characteristics
Area C1. Birch Area
Phase One Habitat: A1.3.2 - Mixed woodland – plantation.
The tree canopy at the northwestern corner of the site comprises dense stands of small-diameter
woodland plantation, most trees less than 15-20cm DBH (Diameter at Breast Height, i.e. diameter at
1.2m above ground level).

www.geckoella.co.uk
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TREE CANOPY
Silver Birch Betula pendula A, Common Beech Fagus sylvatica F, oaks Quercus sp (possibly Sessile
Oak Quercus petraea) F, Rowan Sorbus aucuparia O, Common Ash Fraxinus excelsior O, Norway
Spruce Picea abies R. Holly Ilex aquifolium R.
SHRUB LAYER
Honeysuckle Lonicera periclymenum F, Holly Ilex aquifolium O, Rowan Sorbus aucuparia O.
Area C2. Beech Patch
Phase One Habitat: A1.1.2 - Broadleaved woodland – plantation.
Adjacent to area C2, a patch of young beech trees dominate, casting more shade than the C1
woodland.
TREE CANOPY Common Beech Fagus sylvatica D, Birch Betula pendula F, Rowan Sorbus aucuparia
O, Holly Ilex aquifolium O.
SHRUB LAYER
Common Beech Fagus sylvatica F.
Area C3. Western Bank
Phase One Habitat: A2.2 - Scrub - scattered.
Some large individuals Pedunculate Oak Quercus robur R, Common Ash Fraxinus excelsior R, with
scattered scrub/shrub layer Hawthorn Crataegus monogyna O, Pedunculate Oak Quercus robur R,
Common Beech Fagus sylvatica R, Holly Ilex aquifolium R. Underlying acidic grass/woodland edge
flora – refer to Ground Flora notes.
Area C4. Beech with Pines
Phase One Habitat A1.3.2 - Mixed woodland – plantation.
Dominated by tall, mature and semi-mature beech, mainly dense stands, occasional young
regeneration.
TREE CANOPY
Common Beech Fagus sylvatica D, Scots Pine Pinus sylvestris O, Birch Betula pendula O, Pedunculate
Oak Quercus robur R, Rowan Sorbus aucuparia R, Sweet Chestnut Castanea sativa R.
SHRUB LAYER
Rowan Sorbus aucuparia O, Holly Ilex aquifolium O (sometimes frequent e.g. on southernmost slope
of eastern wing), Common Beech Fagus sylvatica R, Birch Betula pendula R.
Area C5. South-Eastern Boundary Bank with Sycamores
Phase One Habitat: A1.1.1 - Broadleaved woodland - semi-natural.
Open woodland cover alongside track. Large ash trees with hawthorn and large mature sycamores.
Remnant hedge bank indicated by the multi-stemmed ash trees, also hawthorns and veteran oak.
TREE CANOPY
Common Ash Fraxinus excelsior F, Sycamore Acer pseudoplatanus F, Common Beech Fagus
sylvatica O, Pedunculate Oak Quercus robur R.
SHRUB LAYER
Hawthorn Crataegus monogyna F, Sycamore Acer pseudoplatanus O.

www.geckoella.co.uk

11

Area C6. Veteran Beeches along South Boundary
Phase One Habitat: A1.1.2 - Broadleaved woodland – plantation.
Brighter conditions than the plantation stands nearby, with open space between the large veterans.
TREE CANOPY
Common Beech Fagus sylvatica D.
SHRUB LAYER
Oak, Quercus sp
Area C7. Big Beeches at Beacon
Phase One Habitat: A1.1.1 - Broadleaved woodland - semi-natural.
Large, veteran beech trees at beacon and tumuli. More open woodland than the plantation areas,
with grassy glades.
TREE CANOPY
Common Beech Fagus sylvatica A, Pedunculate Oak Quercus robur O.
SHRUB LAYER
Common Beech Fagus sylvatica F, Pedunculate Oak Quercus robur O.
Area C8. Sycamore Stand
Phase One Habitat: A1.1.2 - Broadleaved woodland - plantation
Woodland dominated by Sycamore with occasional Common Ash and Common Beech.
An unmanaged hedge bank along the southern boundary, retains relict hedgerow flora Field Maple
Acer campestre R, Common Ash Fraxinus excelsior O, Pedunculate Oak Quercus robur O, Purging
Buckthorn Rhamnus cathartica R, and two veteran apple trees Malus sp R.
TREE CANOPY
Sycamore Acer pseudoplatanus D, Common Beech Fagus sylvatica R, Common Ash Fraxinus
excelsior O.
SHRUB LAYER.
Sycamore Acer pseudoplatanus F, Holly Ilex aquifolium F, Common Beech Fagus sylvatica O to F,
Common Ash Fraxinus excelsior R, Hawthorn Crataegus monogyna R.
Area C9. Semi-natural Regeneration
Phase One Habitat: A1.3.1 - Mixed woodland - semi-natural.
TREE CANOPY
Common Beech Fagus sylvatica F, Birch Betula pendula F, Pedunculate Oak Quercus robur F, Scots
Pine Pinus sylvestris O, Rowan Sorbus aucuparia R, Sweet Chestnut Castanea sativa R.
SHRUB LAYER
Birch Betula pendula O, Common Beech Fagus sylvatica O, Holly Ilex aquifolium O, Sycamore Acer
pseudoplatanus R
Area C10. Beeches dominant
Phase One Habitat: A1.1.2 - Broadleaved woodland – plantation.
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CANOPY
Common Beech Fagus sylvatica D.
SHRUB LAYER
Poor/undeveloped.
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Habitat Map 1: Tree Canopy and Shrub Layer
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Habitat Map 2: Ground Flora
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3.2.4

Ground Flora Characteristics
The ground flora was mapped into the following zones:
• Zone A. Woodland margin
• Zone B. Footpaths
• Zone C. Bare ground 50-70%
• Zone D Hedge bank
• Zone E: More Than 70% Bare Ground
• Zone F: Fosse Way South
• Zone G: Sycamore Stand
• Zone H: Intermediate vegetation.
• Zone I: East end of Woodland.
• Zone J: Tumuli vegetation.
The closed canopy across the site restricts light to the ground level, and for this reason the ground
flora is generally sparse. Bramble Rubus fruticosus agg. is the dominant species throughout the wood
with patches of Bluebell Hyacinthoides non-scripta. Zones C, E and I in particular have large areas of
bare ground, whilst zone H has slightly more light enabling a more diverse ground flora, including
Pedunculate Oak Quercus robur and Wild Raspberry Rubus idaeus to be present.
Zone A is mainly the north-eastern margin, and has slightly more diversity with Broad-buckler Fern
Dryopteris dilatata frequent within the ground flora. The Sycamore Acer pseudoplatanus stand, zone
G, also has a more diverse ground flora assemblage with young Sycamore saplings along with
frequent Common Beech Fagus sylvatica and Holly Ilex aquifolium saplings. However, the diversity
of species is generally severely limited under all of the woodland canopy.
The greatest diversity of species can be found along the footpaths, zone B, where the light levels
have allowed Enchanter's Nightshade Circaea lutetiana, Broad-buckler Fern Dryopteris dilatata and
Smooth Meadow-grass Poa pratensis to develop alongside the compacted paths.
The hedge banks on the west and south of Beacon Hill, zone D, were more diverse with several grass
species present, including Sweet Vernal Grass Anthoxanthum odoratum, Red Fescue Festuca rubra,
Yorkshire Fog Holcus lanatus and Smooth Meadow-grass Poa pratensis. Dicotyledons included
Bluebell, both Sheep’s Sorrel Rumex acetosella and Common Sorrel Rumex acetosa, Foxglove
Digitalis purpurea, Ribwort Plantain Plantago lanceolata, Tormentil Potentilla erecta and Red
Campion Silene dioica. Shrubs included Hawthorn Crataegus monogyna, Bramble and Bilberry
Vaccinium myrtillus aligning with the acid nature of the soil. Honeysuckle Lonicera periclymenum was
also present.
Zone F at the southern point of Beacon Hill, where the Fosse Way footpath passes into the wood, was
also more diverse. Bracken Pteridium aquilinum was present here along with Creeping Buttercup
Ranunculus repens, Greater Stitchwort Stellaria holostea and Wood Speedwell Veronica montana.
The only locations within the woodland that had not been planted with Beech were tumuli, zone J,
which may at one time had heathland vegetation. Bilberry was still present along with Sweet Vernal
Grass, Red Fescue, Yorkshire Fog, Smooth Meadow-grass, Distant Sedge Carex distans, Soft rush
Juncus effusus, Broad-buckler Fern and Bluebell. Pedunculate Oak and Rowan Sorbus aucuparia
saplings were also present.

3.2.5

Ponds
Three ponds were recorded - mapped as Phase One habitat type G1.2 – due to the canopy shade
the ponds were mostly unvegetated, with a small amount of Floating Sweet-Grass Glyceria sp.
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present, either on the bank or in the water. There were also seasonal or ephemeral pools, with
patches of Starwort Callitriche sp seedlings on bare mud.
3.2.6

Ditches and streams
A small, narrow and very shallow flowing ditch was present at the southern boundary, running off the
site to the field adjacent.

3.3

Protected and notable species
The following protected and notable species are present on site or have potential to be present.

3.3.1

Bats
Although not part of the Phase 1 Habitat Survey, it was noted that trees with potential for roosting
bats were widespread across the site.

3.3.2

Badger Meles meles
Disused sett entrances (3) were found around the location ST 63667 45718. The deeper soil and leaf
litter areas of the wood, and woodland-edge habitats where there is scrub cover will provide
earthworms and other feeding opportunities.

3.3.3

Dormouse Muscardinus avellanarius
The site appeared to have poor potential for Dormouse, overall, due to its poor structure and
connectivity, and lack of hazel, and lack of scrub or hedge cover.

3.3.4

Hedgehog Erinaceus europaeus
The site has good potential, particularly where invertebrate prey can be found at grassland and
other open habitats, and edges/transitions with lush ground flora and scrubby cover.

3.3.5

Breeding birds
Evidence of breeding birds included Nuthatch Sitta europea using a woodpecker hole and Jackdaw
Corvus monedula chicks heard at a tree cavity. It is likely that a range of breeding birds including
common and woodland species are using the woodland.

3.3.6

Reptiles
There is good potential for reptiles, particularly at woodland edge/transition or open habitats. Forage
habitat in the woodland includes grassland and other open habitats, and edges/transitions with
scrubby cover and basking opportunities such as on hedgebanks. There are a range of potential
refugia such as dead wood, tree roots, burrows, and crevices on earthworks and hedgebanks.

3.3.7

Great Crested Newt Triturus cristatus.
The three ponds are heavily shaded, with very little macrophyte cover, and deep leaf litter layers.
The woodland includes forage habitat (despite mainly poor ground flora) and a range of potential
refugia such as dead wood, tree roots, burrows, and crevices on earthworks and hedgebanks.
Habitat Suitability Index (HSI) assessments for the 3 mapped pools indicate below-average potential
for Great Crested Newt Triturus cristatus as shown below on Figure 3: South West Pond HSI 0.56; West
Gate Pool HSI 0.50; North Pool HSI 0.50.

www.geckoella.co.uk

17

Figure 3: Ponds with Habitat Suitability Index (HSI) scores.

3.3.8

Invasive non-native species
No invasive non-native species were observed on the site.
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5.

Appendices
Appendix 1: Site photographs

1.1 – Canopy zone C1, ground flora zone A. Dense young plantation with
bramble and ferns,

1.3 – Canopy zone C3, ground flora zone D, western boundary bank. A
community including acid grassland with bilberry, woodland flora such as
honeysuckle, tree saplings, and scrub such as hawthorn and birch.
www.geckoella.co.uk

1.2 - Canopy zone C2. Young beech.

1.4 – Canopy zone c, ground flora zone B – large amounts of bare ground
with mosses in a heavily shaded area with dense dominant beech.

20

1.5 – Canopy zone C4, ground flora zone C, a very sparse ground flora with
large areas bare. Note the mosses on ridges with leaf litter in troughs.

1.6 - Canopy zone C4, a transition of ground flora zones A,B and C. Patched
vegetation interspersed with bare ground. This track leads downhill,
alongside a steep slope to the right of the picture (out of shot).

1.7 – Canopy zone C4, ground flora zone E, dominated by bare ground. A
view from the top of a steep slope, overlooking the flatter southwestern
section below. Bluebells can be seen in the brighter areas.

1.8 – Canopy zone C5, ground flora zone F. A flush of more diverse ground
flora in a bright, open habitat zone as the Fosse Way reaches the
southernmost end of the site (behind the camera).
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1.9 – Canopy zone C7, ground flora zones C/J. Open areas such as these
show increased plant diversity compared with zones of dense
plantation.

1.10 – Canopy zone C7, ground flora zones C/J. Patchworks of plant cover
including grasses, sedges and rushes associated with earthworks, in an
area dominated by veteran beeches. Fallen and standing deadwood is
a valuable invertebrate habitat.

1.9 – Canopy zone C6, ground flora zone C. Mossy cover on thin, shaded
soils in the foreground. Grasses and tree saplings take advantage of
light let in between the dense plantation (to the left) and veteran
beeches at the long southern boundary (to the right).

1.10 – Canopy zone C9, ground flora zone F. Lush ground flora and young
trees thriving where a fallen tree has let in light.
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1.11 – Canopy zone C8, ground flora zone G, sycamore stand. More diverse
ground flora in comparison with dense plantation. Young tree
regeneration can be seen in the background.

1.12 - Canopy zone C8, ground flora zone D, southern boundary bank.
Scrub and tree species along the bank include ash, apple (Malus sp),
buckthorn, field maple and hawthorn,

1.13 – Canopy zone C4, ground flora zone I, at the eastern end of the
wood. A less dense area of plantation contrasts with areas such as
Canopy zone C10.

1.14 – Canopy zone C10, ground flora zone C, dense plantation. Once
again, sparse ground flora, and the pattern of leaf litter in troughed
lines and mosses on ridge lines. Also extensive moss cover on beech
tree trunks.
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Appendix 2: Species List
Relative abundance estimates are coded using the ‘DAFOR’ apporach:
D = Dominant (over 70%); A = Abundant (30-70%); F = Frequent (10-30%; O = Occasional (3-10%); R = Rare (1-3%)
DAFOR scores for trees generally relate to the woodland canopy; those in brackets refer to the shrub layer or ground flora.
Species list A: Tree and Shrub Layer
Common Name Scientific Name
Sycamore

Acer pseudoplatanus

Field Maple

Acer campestre

Silver Birch

Betula pendula

Sweet Chestnut

Castanea sativa

Hawthorn

Crataegus monogyna

Beech

Fagus sylvatica

Common Ash

Fraxinus excelsior

Holly

Ilex aquifolium

Honeysuckle

Lonicera periclymenum

Apple

Malus sp

Norway Spruce

Picea abies

Scots Pine

Pinus sylvestris

oak

Quercus sp (possibly petraea)

C1

C2

C3

C5

C6

C7

C8

F (O)

Species tallies
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C10

D (F)

A

F

O (R)

F (O)

R

R

(O)
F

D (F)

(R)

O

(R)

O
R (O)

(F)
D (R)

R

O

(R)
D

A (F)

F

R (O)

F (O)

D

O (R)

(O)

(F)

(O)

(F)
R
R
O

O

F
R (R)

R

R

Quercus sp

O (O)

R

F

(O)

Purging Bucktorn Rhamnus cathartica
Rowan

C9
R

Pedunculate Oak Quercus robur
Oak

C4

Sorbus aucuparia
17

R
O (O)

O

8

4

R (O)
5

7

R
5

24

2

2

9

7

1

Species List B: Ground Flora

Alliaria petiolata

R

Ramsons

Allium ursinum

Sweet vernal grass

Anthoxanthum odoratum

Water starwort sp.

Callitriche sp.

R

Wavy bitter-cress

Cardamine flexuosa

R

Distant sedge

Carex distans

Pendulous sedge

Carex pendula

Remote sedge

Carex remota

Enchanter's-nightshade

Circaea lutetiana

Hawthorn sapling

Crataegus monogyna

Cock's-foot

Dactylis glomerata

Foxglove

Digitalis purpurea

Scaly Male Fern

Dryopteris affinis

R

Broad buckler fern

Dryopteris dilatata

F

Male Fern

Dryopteris filix-mas

Beech sapling

Fagus sylvatica

Red fescue

Festuca rubra

Herb Robert

Geranium robertianum

R

Wood avens

Geum urbanum

R

Ivy

Hedera helix

Yorkshire fog

Holcus lanatus

Bluebell

Hyacinthoides non-scripta

Holly sapling

Ilex aquifolium
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J. Tumuli
vegetation

Garlic mustard

O

I. East end of
Woodland

R

R

H. Intermediate
vegetation

Agrostis capillaris

G. Sycamore
Stand

Common bent

F. Fosse Way
South

Acer pseudoplatanus

E. Bare ground
>70%

Sycamore sapling

D. Hedge bank

Scientific Name

C. Bare ground
50-70%

B. Footpaths

A. Woodland
margin

Common Name

R
O
R

R

R
R
R
O

R
R

R
R

R
O

F

R

R

O

O

R

R
R

F

F

R

F

F

R
F
R
R

O

O
A
R

25

A

F
F

F

F

F

R

Ribwort plantain

Plantago lanceolata

Greater plantain

Plantago major

R

Smooth meadow-grass

Poa pratensis

F

Rough meadow-grass

Poa trivialis

Tormentil

Potentilla erecta

Bracken

Pteridium aquilinum

Pedunculate oak

Quercus robur

Creeping buttercup

Ranunculus repens

Bramble

Rubus fructicosus

Wild Raspberry

Rubus idaeus

Common sorrel

Rumex acetosa

R

Sheep's Sorrel

Rumex acetosella

O

Broad-leaved dock

Rumex obtusifolius

Red campion

Silene dioica

Rowan

Sorbus aucuparia

Greater stitchwort

Stellaria holostea

Dandelion

Taraxacum agg.

R

Common nettle

Urtica dioica

R

Bilberry

Vaccinium myrtillus

Wood speedwell

Veronica montana

Thyme-leaved speedwell

Veronica serpllifolia
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R

R

O
R
R

F

F

O

F
R
R
R
R
F

O

F

O

O

O

D

F

D

O

R

R
R

Bare ground
Species tallies

R

J. Tumuli
vegetation

Lonicera periclymenum

R

I. East end of
Woodland

Honeysuckle

R

H. Intermediate
vegetation

Juncus effusus

G. Sycamore
Stand

Soft rush

F. Fosse Way
South

Scientific Name

E. Bare ground
>70%

D. Hedge bank

C. Bare ground
50-70%

B. Footpaths

A. Woodland
margin

Common Name

R
R

R
R

O

R

R

R
F

48

R

D
7

O
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10
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F

O
18

F
5

F
15

F
8

O
5

6
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